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\ t Waneh hy 1952 
SHTPMENTS OF PACKAGE BuES IN 1951. 


A total of 712 thousand. -pounds of nackage bees were eiioned in 1951 — 3 percent 
less than in 1950 and 48 percent below the peak year, of 1947, aecording to the 
Bureau of Agricultural ,conomics,. However’, shippers, in Californiay.Louisiana and 
Georgia report a much better season than in 1950. with increases of 10 percent, 
5 percent and 7 percent respectively in pounds of bees shipped, Alabamashippers 
moved 1 percent more bees than in 1950, Shinments from Mississippi were down 10 
percent.. ‘In Texas shipments were down sharply due to. fewer ‘shippers and reduced 
sales of those. -who remained jin business. mn 


There were about 290 thousand packages of bees shipped in 1951, compared with 

_ 300 thousand in 1950, Of. the total pounds pf..beeg shipped in 1951, about 46 percent 
moved in ,g-pound packages, 45 percent in 3-pound, 6 percent in 4-pound and 2 percent 
in 5-pound packages, ‘Bess’ shipped in units other than those mentioned above ac- 
counted for about 1 percent of the total shipments. bo 


eh indies held for the peounetion of package bees in 1951" Rar a 185, 500, ‘about 

6 percent fewer than in 1950 and 24 percent below the record number in 1948. Many 
shippers are changing their method of operations to produce honey as well as bees, 
Others. are going out of the package bee busintss entirely, An average of 3.8 pounds 
ook bees ptr colony were shipped: in 1951 compared :with 3.7 in 1950, 3.6 in 1949, 
A.7.in 1948 and 5.7 pounds in 1947. Shipments of bees. per colony were 4,7 pounds in 
t Alabama, 4.6 onounds in Mississippi, 4.4 pounds in Louisiana, 3c 8 pounds .in Georgia, 
Ronee A ae in California and 2.2 pounds in:  Texage a Cae 


pene rts from: “pack ge bee «eto indicate: that thoy: expect 1952 shipments to be 

“ about 3 percent” smaller than in:1951. Actwal: Shipments in 1951 were 2 percent 
below expectations, 1950 shipments were arbowt:10 percent above the amount expected 
..and 1949 and 1948 shipments were far below the expected shipments becsuse aS the 
Berry Bere enent of ey an at’ rele tively low prices.” 

“In early. patetary: teporte: froth shippers chaecn that they. had orders for Lone 

40 percent ‘of their éxnected 1952 shioments contpared : with 29 percent a year.earlicr, 
23 percent in 1950, 47 percent in 1949, 64 percent™in A948, and 79 percent in 1947. 
Advance orders on hand as a percent of expécted shipm: mts were 72 percent in Texas, 
53 percent in California, 48 percent in Alabama , ee percent in Louisiana, 17 percent 
in Pee SP and 7 perecnt in ' ‘Georgia. 

Me abnse bee. bettors shipped 696 thousand pices, ‘in #901 ~~ 3 percent less than 

an: hie 


thie year 1951 saw little Be hh in the position of he alain es bee Hee The 
‘sqveeze continued with package prices down , papa ct Len costs high and sharply in- 
soa express rates . 
Canada Recher far aG quantities ‘of package ‘bees from the United States ier in the 
for of 2—pound packages, The extent of this business during the. last 4 years was 
$878,075 in 1948, $484, 492 in 1949, $340,469 in 1990 ‘and #346, 365 to the end of 
Ratrelibar 1951. 
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aes As reported by. shippers ‘reporting eee shipments.’ 


State | - es of packages - LPa Ls : Sohn units : “Total Poueds as 
See Eg es ag te Pets 7 8 7 2. oT 
Georgia eae | 10,266 16,848 2,676 1, 0l, ae eane = ~~. 81,300 «= 87,000 
peepee = = $= ~< -33,,299 21,586 1,946 452 57 5283 - 14,0 ,000 142,400 
Mississippi ear ts POF 35 107 429 329 26,774 a 79 5500 71,500 
Louisiana aie 235771 25,657 733 pas 50,412 - 122,400 128 506"; 
Texas o> 310,338 6,720 = 10 17,068 6,214 73,600 “47,100 * 
California See Re: 17,102 4A - 8h 135 pa 176 ,©00 193,600 
Other States Soe CAE 7,740 312 120 SS = 63,000 - ,° 43,000 
Us. = (1951). 162,693 107,760 10,410 3,116 283,979 6,21; ~ =e 2 ee 
ii: e 6550) 150,320 Toh tes = = Sage 2,176 286 64 13,246 735 ,800 e 

_i/ Revised. ae | Se ee ee 

2f Sep tannery. 
3 -?€olonied held : Expected 1952 1 pdance orders on * = 2 = 
State eg itor Bees ~ bee shipments .*° hand Jan. 15 as “= Queens shipped 
; production of::*s shipped ao % of 1951 * percent of expecte 2 Paper ao ae oe meen 
= package bees .*°: per-colony ‘*- . shipments < production : 195¢€ ; 1951 

! “Number =. ~- Pounds. =—S=séséPercent, = =—S=*~<C*«~é cess “Number Number 
Georgia 22,960 3.8 ele ae 7 67,000 57,1400 
Alabama 29,800 Hig, 107 he 179,000 177,900 
Mississippi 15.5500 4.6 106 af 66,500 (ASS i2 8 
Louisiane ° 29,000 Lek Lee tee 38 127, 700 128,500 
Texas 215480 ee 96 72 98 , 000 81,000 
California 56,900 34 92 ae 141,90 154,800 
Other Stetes 10,000 hee fe 30 . SE 25 ,O00 
United Stat “185, 500 Sots: . vas 40 720, 1006. 696, 100 


